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Le Mouel et al.’s letter refers to the implication of
zirconium aluminate heads in the onset of osteolysis by
polyethylene insert wear. We did in fact mention in our arti-
cle the undoubted role of these heads, and cited the article
by P. Hernigou (Ref. 35) in this regard.We have, in our practice, therefore abandoned the use
of zirconium ceramic heads in hip arthroplasty. Concern-
ing more particularly our attitude of ‘‘early revision’’ for
osteolysis, mentioned in the article, we have systemati-
cally associated change of cups with osteolysis cavity ﬁlling,
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eramic or chromium cobalt head. We thank Le Mouel et al.
nd their very pertinent comment, allowing us to add this
etail.
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